GERMANTOWN, PENNSYLVANIA

The pious Krefelders who had accepted William Penn's invitation and arrived in Pennsylvania in 1683 aptly called their place Germantown, today a part of Philadelphia. After initial hardships, the guidance provided by Francis Daniel Pastorius, their organizer and first mayor, and the skills of carpenters, weavers and tailors created a prosperous community that grew with new arrivals. As early as 1684, Pastorius set up the first country fair in Philadelphia. The Krefelder's cloth then soon found markets in Boston and New York. 

Ten years after its founding, the "German Township" covered 5,700 acres, divided into four sections: Germantown; Kriegsheim--named after the Palatine Quaker's home; Sommerhausen--after Pastorius' Franconian birthplace; and Crefeld--from where the majority of the settlers had come. Recalling their difficult beginnings, Pastorius wrote that some equated their "Germantown" with "Armentown" (town of the poor). 

Closely connected to the growing importance of Germantown was William Rittenhouse [Wilhelm Rittenhaus], a 1686 arrival. This first elected Mennonite pastor and bishop also made economic history by founding America's first paper mill (1690). His paper was then also used by another famous Germantowner, Christopher Saur, the printer of the first American Bible (1743). This 1,272 pp. German volume antedates by 40 years the printing of the first English-language Bible in America. The versatile Saur also manufactured printing type and ink, invented optical instruments, improved cast iron stoves, and succeded Ben Franklin's shortlived German-language newspaper with his Hoch Deutsch Pennsylvanischer Geschicht Schreiber (1739). 

Pastorius and his Germantowners were appalled by the incompatibility of slavery with Christianity. They are credited with the first protest against Negro slavery as early as 1688. Even though this did not change the fate of Afro-Americans in general, it set the standard for German religious communities. None of them would ever engage in slave-holding, and almost all secular German communities lived up to the Germantown declaration as well. 
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